Splenic function in children with sickle cell disease: two different patterns in Saudi Arabia.
Splenic function in 35 Saudi children homozygous for sickle cell disease (age range 3-9 years) was studied using radioactive colloid scans. Two different patterns emerged. Splenic dysfunction was demonstrated in more than 80% of children who were originally from the south-western part of the country. They were found to have low HbF levels. In contrast normal or nearly normal splenic function was found in all patients from the Eastern Province in whom HbF levels were high. These different patterns of splenic function may contribute to the severe and mild forms of sickle cell disease seen in Saudi Arabia.